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Holy Thursday
Prokeimena, Lessons, and Alleluia

Dn. John Joseph Kotalik IV – New World Kliros – jjkotalik@gmail.com

V. Who have schemed unrighteousness in their hearts all the day long.

Prokeimenon I – Tone 1
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Holy Thursday – At the Readings of Vesperal Liturgy

The Reading from the Book of Exodus (19: 10-19)

The Lord said unto Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify them today and tomorrow,
and let them wash their clothes,

And be ready against the third day:
for the third day the Lord will come down in the sight of all the people upon Mount Sinai.

And thou shalt set bounds unto the people round about, saying,
Take heed to yourselves, that ye go not up into the mount, or touch the border of it:
whosoever touches the mount shall be surely put to death:

There shall not a hand touch it, but he shall surely be stoned, or shot through;
whether it be beast or man, it shall not live:
when the voices and trumpets and cloud depart, they shall come up to the mount.

And Moses went down from the mount unto the people, and sanctified the people;
and they washed their clothes.

And he said unto the people,
Be ready against the third day: come not at your wives.

And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were thunders and lightnings,
and a dark cloud upon Mount Sinai, and the voice of the trumpet exceedingly loud;
so that all the people that were in the camp trembled.

And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet with God;
and they stood at the nether part of the mount.

And Mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because God had descended upon it in fire:
and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace,
and the whole mount quaked greatly, and the people were exceedingly amazed.

And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder and louder,
Moses spake, and God answered him with a voice.

Lesson I
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Holy Thursday – At the Readings of Vesperal Liturgy

V. Deliver me from those who work iniquity.

Prokeimenon II – Tone 7
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Holy Thursday – At the Readings of Vesperal Liturgy

The Reading from the Book of Job (38: 1-23 & 42: 1-5)

The Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said,
Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?
Gird up now thy loins like a man;

for I will ask of thee, and do thou answer me.
Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth?

Tell me now, if thou hast understanding.
Who has laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest?

or who has stretched the line upon it?
Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened?

or who laid the corner stone thereof;
When the morning stars sang together,

and all the sons of God shouted for joy?
Or who shut up the sea with doors, when it brake forth,

as if it had issued out of the womb?
When I made the cloud the garment thereof, and thick darkness a swaddling-band for it,
And brake up for it my decreed place, and set bars and doors,
And said, Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further:

and here shall thy proud waves be stayed?
Hast thou commanded the morning since thy days;

and caused the dayspring to know his place;
That it might take hold of the ends of the earth,

that the wicked might be shaken out of it?
Or didst thou take clay of the ground, and form a living creature,

and set him with the power of speech upon the earth?
And hast thou withheld light from the ungodly, and crushed the arm of the proud?
Hast thou entered into the springs of the sea?

or hast thou walked in the search of the depth?
And do the gates of death open unto thee for fear,

and did the porters of hell quake when they saw thee?
Hast thou perceived the breadth of the earth?

Declare if thou knowest it all.
Where is the way where light dwelleth?

and as for darkness, where is the place thereof,
That thou shouldest take it to the bound thereof,
and that thou shouldest know the paths to the house thereof?

Knowest thou it, because thou wast then born?
or because the number of thy days is great?

Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow?
or hast thou seen the treasures of the hail,

Which I have reserved against the time of trouble,
against the day of battle and war?

Lesson II
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Holy Thursday – At the Readings of Vesperal Liturgy

Then Job answered the LORD, and said,
I know that thou canst do all things,

and nothing is impossible with thee.
For who is he that hides counsel from thee;

or who keeps back his words and thinks to hide them from thee?
And who shall tell me what I knew not,
great and wonderful things, which I understood not?

Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak:
I will ask of thee, and do thou teach me.

Lesson II, cont.

Lesson III

The Reading from the Prophecy of Isaiah (50: 4-11)

The Lord God has given me the tongue of the learnèd,
that I should know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary:
he wakens morning by morning,
he wakens mine ear to hear him as Master.

The Lord God has opened mine ear,
and I was not rebellious, neither turned away back.

I gave my back to scourges, and my cheeks to buffeting;
and I turned not away my face from the shame of spitting:

For the Lord God is my helper;
therefore was I not confounded, but have set my face as a solid rock;
and I know that I shall never be ashamed.

He is near that justifies me;
who will contend with me? Let us stand together:
who is mine adversary? Let him come near to me.

Behold, the Lord God will help me; who is he that shall condemn me?
Lo, they all shall wax old as a garment; the moth shall eat them up.

Who is among you that fears the Lord,
that obeys the voice of his servant, that walks in darkness, and has no light?
let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God.

Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, encompassed with flames:
walk in the light of your fire, and in the flames that ye have kindled.
This came upon you for my sake; ye shall lie down in sorrow.
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Holy Thursday – At the Readings of Vesperal Liturgy

Little Litany

We then sing the Trisagion, as at Liturgy
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Holy Thursday – At the Readings of Vesperal Liturgy

Prokeimenon III – Tone 7

V. Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things?
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Holy Thursday – At the Readings of Vesperal Liturgy

The Reading from the Second Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Corinthians
(§149: I Cor 11: 23-32)

Brethren, I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you,
that the Lord Jesus, on the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread:

And when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said,
Take, eat: this is My Body, which is broken for you:
do this in remembrance of Me.

After the same manner He also took the cup, after supper, saying,
This cup is the New Testament in My Blood:
do this, as often as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.

For as often as ye eat this Bread, and drink this Cup,
ye proclaim the Lord’s death till He come.

Wherefore whosoever shall eat this Bread, and drink this Cup of the Lord, unworthily,
shall be guilty of the Body and Blood of the Lord.

But let a man examine himself,
and so let him eat of that Bread, and drink of that Cup.

For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily,
eateth and drinketh damnation to himself,
not discerning the Lord’s Body.

For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.
For if we would judge ourselves,

we should not be judged.
But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord,

that we should not be condemned with the world.

Epistle



%

>

α

α

œ œ −˙ œ
Al le lu ia,

œ œ −˙ œ
œ œ −˙ œœ œ −˙ œ

(A) Obikhod
œ œ

Al le

œ œ
œ œœ œ

˙ ˙
lu ia,

˙ ˙
˙ ˙˙ ˙

œ œ œ œ ϖ ˙ ˙ ϖΤ
Al le lu ia.

œ œ œ œ ϖ ˙ ˙ ϖ
−˙ œ ϖ ˙ ˙∀ ϖ−˙ œ ϖ ˙ ˙̇ ϖτ

- - - -- - - - -

%

>

∀

∀

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ ϖΤ
Al le lu i a, Al le lu i a, Al le lu i a.

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ −˙ œ ϖ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ ϖœ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ ϖϖτ

(B) Znamenny Chant

- - - - -- - - - - - -

%

>

α

α

œ œ œ ˙ ϖ
And to thy spir it.

œ œ œ ˙ ϖ
œ œ œ ˙ ϖœ œ œ ˙ ϖ

œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ œ œ ϖ
Glo ry to Thee, O Lord, glo ry to Thee.

œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ œ œ ϖ
œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ œ œ ϖœ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙̇ œœ œœ ϖϖ

- - -

9

Holy Thursday – At the Readings of Vesperal Liturgy

Alleluia before the Gospel

V�1. Blessed is he who considers the poor and needy;
the Lord will deliver him in the day of trouble.

V�2. Mine enemies speak evil of Me:
‘When shall He die, and His Name perish?’

V�3. He who ate My bread has lifted up his heel against Me.

At the Gospel

Long Composite Gospel: Matthew 26: 2-20; John 13: 3-17; Matthew 26: 21-39;
Luke 22: 43-45; & Matthew 26:40–27:2
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Holy Thursday – At the Readings of Vesperal Liturgy

We continue with the Divine Liturgy, as usual, except that the hymn,
‘Of Thy Mystical Supper’, replaces:

– The Cherubic Hymn
– The Communion Hymn, and any hymns during the communion of the clergy
– ‘Receive the Body of Christ’, during the communion of the faithful
– ‘We Have Seen the True Light’
– ‘Let Our Mouths be Filled’

Liturgy Notes


